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FEBRUARY 20! 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

You don’t want to miss it.  
There will be bargains galore! 

     

Because of Covid, we ask you wear your masks. The        
number of people inside the hall at any one time will be   

limited, and this year, weather permitting, we’ll have     
much of the merchandise outdoors.      

NOTE: We’re still taking donations. You can drop off during office hours or call 
Cherry Giovinazzo at 215-872-2943. She can also arrange pick up of large items 

if you need. (No TVs, stereos or computers please.) 

FROM DUKE DOOGUE 
Message from the President 

My fellow South Venice residents,  
I wanted to just reflect for a moment on 
the mission of the SVCA, which is to pro-
tect, preserve and improve our communi-
ty’s character, conditions, and quality of 
life. To bring South Venice together to 
promote the civic, social, intellectual, and 
recreational interests of South Venice. 

We started our initial planning over one year ago, at a 
brainstorming session of the Board of Directors, in which 
we mapped out a program and calendar of events, for 
each month of the calendar year 2020. 
The planning was guided by the concept of pulling our-
selves up by our own bootstraps, which meant that we 
would seek to plan, and execute, a number of events, de-
signed to help us raise money, whilst reaching out to and 
bringing the residents of South Venice together. Our fellow 

residents have been very generous, in giving donations, 
and in taking part and being customers for the events that 
we had planned. 
Truly an example of the SVCA and the community working 
together, to bring us together, and to share civic social in-
tellectual and recreational pursuits. 
The board reacted magnificently, assisting with the plan-
ning, and in many cases, individual board members took 
on the responsibility for captaining an event, and seeing it 
through to a successful, and for the SVCA, a profitable con-
clusion. 
These events brought our residents together and we had a 
lot of fun, and enjoyed one another’s company, and 
helped to raise money for the SVCA. 
Another large focus of our planning was to preserve and 
improve our largest asset (other than you, the people of 
South Venice) and that was our South Venice Civic Associa-
tion hall. 
The hall is of very solid construction, and has good bones, 

Continued on Page 2 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  
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Community Media  is 
the exclusive publisher 

of this newsletter 
  
       

South Venice Beach Wave 
FOR ADVERTISING RATES  941-375-3699 

PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284 
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com 

    

The SVCA, the SVBET, Board of Directors, Trustees or its 
assigns will not be held liable for any services provided, 
work performed or offers made by any advertiser ap-
pearing in The Wave. 

South Venice  
Civic Association 

The heart of South Venice 
since 1955 

    

720 Alligator Drive 
South Venice Beach, FL 34293 

Phone: 941-493-0006  
Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 
www.SouthVeniceBeach.org 
info@southvenicebeach.org 

    

BOARD OFFICERS 
Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue, President 

Dianna Brannan, Treasurer 
Gail Parker, Secretary 

     

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Rick Curwood 

Walt Ernst 
Cherry Giovinazzo        

Jerry Bannon 
Sandy Tulenko 

     
    

 South Venice Beach WAVE 
Editor: Maureen Holland 

maureenholland@comcast.net 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
We’d love to hear from you!  
SEND LETTERS TO:   maureenholland@comcast.net 
Names may be withheld upon request but all 
letters are subject to review.  

Every Sunday at the SVCA building 
Fellowship Bible Church 

Services at 10:00    
Bible Study at 11:15  

so we had to ensure that it was not only maintained. but where possi-
ble improved and updated. The hall is our biggest moneymaker, be-
cause it allows us to host events, and then to improve our hall further. 
A good example of this has been, where the board set the objective of 
upgrading of our electrical system, making our hall more rentable.     
We then conducted three events, the first of which was chaired, by 
Gail Parker, who has chaired the yard sale event, for six years, and 
who has very kindly given of her time and talent, and produced an 
outstandingly good yard sale, last February, which was the best yard 
sale ever, and our largest single revenue generator for the SVCA. Gail 
earmarked these funds for improving our electrical service at the 
SVCA. 
The second event was the golf cart raffle, which was chaired by Chuck 
Bauman, and which potentially could have been our biggest revenue 
earner ever, but for the Covid-19 pandemic, which dramatically im-
pacted the raffle ticket sales. However, it was still a profitable event, 
and the funds from that were also earmarked for upgrading our elec-
trical system. 
The third event, which Gail handed over to Joan aka Cherry to Chair, 
landed in our laps, as we had received so many donations, that our 
storage facility was filled to the brim, and we therefore had to con-
duct a yard sale in November, to free up space, for receiving more 
donations for our giant yard sale scheduled for February.  
The yard sale, thanks to the very generous donations from you, the 
residents of South Venice, and the great effort and leadership of Cher-
ry, together with our board and other volunteers, resulted again, in a 
successful fundraising venture. These funds were also earmarked for 
upgrading of our electrical system. 
Walter Ernst, Pastor John Meyer, who has been a great tenant for 
over 20 years, and I met on Saturday with an electrical contractor for 
a quote on the upgrading of the electrical system, to serve our needs 
now and into the foreseeable future.  
I wanted to welcome Diane Molesky, our new SVCA Office Manager to 
our great team!! Welcome Diane!!  
In overview, we ended the year at the SVCA in a strong financial posi-
tion, which Diane Brannon, who is doing a great job as our treasurer, 
will provide more details.    We also improved our hall. 
Thank you, to my great Board and especially to you the residents of 
South Venice, for your generosity and donations, and for your support 
of the events we conducted in 2020. 
You are helping us to help you, and in so doing we are pulling our-
selves up by our own bootstraps. 
Be safe! Be well! 

President’s Message  Continued  
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SVCA Board appoints 
Chuck Bauman to seat on 
Beach Trust 

In December, the SVCA Board 
appointed Chuck Bauman to the 
open seat on the South Venice 
Beach Endowment Trust. He 
replaces Bob PIetras, whose five 
year term expired.  
When the SVCA created the 
Trust in 1999, we set Trustee 
terms at five years with one 
Trustee rotating out every year. 

And, every year, the Board names a new Trus-
tee to a five year term. (If a Trustee doesn’t 
complete that five year term, the Trust itself appoints 
someone to finish that term.) Chuck and his wife Nancy 
became full time South Venice residents just a few years 
ago and in that time he has dedicated himself to the com-
munity. He served on the SVCA Board of Directors, took on 
oversight of the building maintenance and it was Chuck 
who launched the Golf Club raffle in 2020.  
      

RIP:  
SVCA Board member, Eric Barnes 
It is with great sadness that we report 
the loss of our Board member Eric 
Barnes, who succumbed to the Covid-19 
virus last month. Eric and his wife Judi 
Light were active SVCA volunteers even 
before Eric joined the board.  
They came here after Eric’s lengthy ca-
reer as an actor, singer, dancer, comedi-
an and production stage manager. Dur-
ing his career, he served on the National 
Board of the Screen Actors Guild and was also a member 
of Actors Equity and the American Federation of Television 
and Radio Artists.  
If you attended any of SVCA’s meetings or events knew Eric 
as the guy behind the 50-50 table – a job he took seriously. 
Eric will be missed – especially when we resume our 50/50 
Table, which he manned with great determination.  

FREE WI-FI     
AT SVCA                

      

      

NETWORK NAME:  
SVCA 

     

ACCESS KEY:    
civic1955 

Welcome to our 
newest members! 

Bjorn Velander 
Deborah & Mike Gerack 

Susan Hill 
Regina & Perry Waldrep 

Today’s masked crew was: Laurie Hartman, Gary Ben-
nett, Marla Wilcox, Sarah Calabrese, Bill Brennan, and 
Blaine Tippett.     

JANUARY 16 REPORT  
from Trash Buddy, Dianna Brannan 
Today Marla Wilcox and her crew met to clean up the Ve-
netian Waterway. These trash buddies braved a windy day 
to get the job done. Everyone was joking and having a 
good time before the walk.  Sarah Calabrese, trash bud-
dies newest addition, introduced herself  with an arm full 
of empty cans and trash before the adventure began.   
On behalf of the Board — and all of us — I would like to 
thank Marla and her crew for helping the community and 
environment.  Marla goes the extra mile organizing the 
community improvement projects. Interested? The Trash 
Buddies could always use another buddy. There are a lot 
of good reasons to join this team.  It’s free, it’s a way to 
meet your neighbors, you get to see Florida nature at its 
best, clean the environment, and best of all you get exer-
cise. Check out future community improvement projects 
on Page 6 in this issue! 

FROM WALT ERNST 

Board Nominations 
open for ‘21-’22 term 
The Nominations Committee is now ac-
cepting applicants for positions on the 
SVCA Board of Directors.  Interested par-
ties should be SVCA members and South 
Venice residents.  
They can email me at walterernst4@gmail.com and de-
scribe why they are interested and what they think they 
could contribute to the SVCA and the Board. Those letters 
will then be reviewed by the Board. 
A full slate of proposed directors up for election will be 

Continued on next page 
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HALF PAGE AD 

     

Most indoor meetings and events at SVCA are on 
hold for now. We’ll keep you updated. 

BOTH THE SVCA AND TRUST  OFFICES  ARE CLOSED TO 
WALK IN TRAFFIC AT PRESENT.  

    

Meanwhile, let us all: 
WEAR OUR MASKS, SOCIAL DISTRANCE,  
STAY SAFE,  AND BE GOOD NEIGHBORS 

 
 
 

 
 

SVCA’s MISSION   
To protect, preserve and improve our  community’s 

character, conditions and quality of life. To bring 
South Venice together to promote our civic, social, 

intellectual and recreational interests. 

HOW TO CONTACT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Walt Ernst 
walterernst4@gmail.com 
941-493-8138 
Rick Curwood 
ricksreddog2@comcast.net 
941-493-5613 
Dianna Brannan 
dbrannan4501@yahoo.com 
314-602-0297  
Gail Parker 
gaprk5@aol.com 
941-244-0814  

Joan ‘Cherry’ Giovinazzo        
kimballroad888@gmail.com 
215-872-2943 
Bernard ‘Duke’ Doogue  
bdoogue@comcast.net  
941-220-3407 
Jerry Bannon 
jgbannon@optonline.com 
845-642-0339     
Sandy Tulenko 
stulenko@msn.com 
973-809-7143 

published in the March issue of the WAVE.  
We’re also looking for people to serve on committees in a 
few specific areas like membership development and build-
ing & grounds. Many of you help with these areas already. 
A committee is a great way to get involved without the re-
sponsibility of being on the Board. If you’re interested in 
getting onto a committee, contact the office and we’ll get 
back to you. Or speak to any Board member.  

Board nominations    continued  

MASTER
PLUMBERS

Plumbing Septic Gas
• Repipes • Inspections • Water Heaters
• Leak Detections • ATU Maintenance • Boilers
• Water Heaters • Pumpings • Tankless
• Garbage Disposals • Repairs    Water Heaters
• Backflows • Installations • Repairs
• Plumbing Repairs  • Pump Stations • Installations
• Remodels/ New Construction
• Sewer and Water Hookups    

              Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

$25
Backflow Test

when you
mention this ad

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200

Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton 747-9700

www.masterplumbersandseptic.com

Mention this 
ad and save

10%

Coupon
10% OFF 

Your Next
Plumbing Service

(value not to exceed $100)
limit one coupon per service call

• Repipes & Repairs
• Tub & Shower Units
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
• Backflows
• Remodels/New Const.
• Water Hookups
• Well & Plumbing
   Inspections

• Septic Inspections
• ATU Maintenance
• Repairs
• Installations
• Pump Stations
• Sewer Hookups

MASTER
PLUMBERS

Happy Valentine’s Day From:

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200

Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch 747-9700

www.masterplumbersfl.com

http://www.masterplumbersandseptic.com
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2021 MEMBERSHIP 
(Membership year is January 1 to December 31, 2019) 

      

ANNUAL FAMILY MEMBERSHIP STILL ONLY $60.00* (Veterans $50.00)* 
*Credit card payment—add $3.00   Pay Pal payment—add $4.00 

Join or renew online at southvenicebeach.org, at the SVCA office or by phone to 941-493-0006  
You can also just mail payment WITH THIS FORM to 720 Alligator Drive, South Venice Beach FL 34293 

 
□   I am attaching my check     □   I wish to pay with my Credit Card 
      
_____________________________________________ Expiration date ___ / ___ / ___ 3-digit code _____ 
CARD NUMBER 
    

Name as it appears on card ________________________________________Billing zip code _____________ 
  

Please check:  □ New Member  □ Renewing Member 
    

Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!  
Beautiful Neighborhoods  Initiative  •  Water Quality Task Force •   Siesta Waterway Clean-up   •  Shamrock Park Clean-
up    •   International Coastal Cleanup  •  Government Affairs Committee liaises with Sarasota County on issues that 
affect our community  •  Meet County officials at SVCA meetings   •  Community Emergency Response Teams 
      

 

CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS  - Please print 

 

PRINT NAME  - Please print 

 

ADDRESS  

 

HOME PHONE      CELL PHONE 

South Venice Civic Association 
  720 Alligator Drive  • South Venice Beach FL 34293 

941-493-0006 •  info@southvenicebeach.org    
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1/2 PAGE 
VERTICAL 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY  
 IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS  

To join one of our teams or just 
learn more about what we do      
contact:    Marla Wilcox at  
mswlcx_50@msn.com 

303-818-3641 
    

Saturday, March 13  -  9:00am 
Grove Workday at Siesta Creek 
Meet at corner of Seminole and Quincy. Workers 
are encouraged to bring yard tools and gloves. Face 
masks please. Trash bags will be provided. 
    

Trash Buddies!  
Saturday, February 20 -  9:00am 
Seminole Drive 
We meet at corner of Quincy and Burke 
Saturday, March 20 -  9:00am 
Alligator Drive Clean-Up 
We meet in the SVCA parking lot.  
Saturday, April 17 -  8:00am 
Venetian Waterway Clean-Up 
Meet by tennis courts at Shamrock Park 
     

Community Emergency Response Team 
CERT Team as of now is not yet meeting but we 

have now got three enthusiastic volunteers and dis-
cussions are underway with other local groups for 

cooperative ventures with South Venice CERT.  

  SOUTH VENICE GARDEN CLUB  

  Clippings  

    FROM YVONNE SCHULER 

The Garden Club is still in a holding pattern, as our 
meetings continue to be on hold—thanks to Covid!  
I expect our members are very busy on their own 
properties and we all keep in touch planning and 
sharing information at we look forward to better 
times!  
We are so looking forward to meeting again and re-
suming our popular annual plant sale. 

http://www.contemporaryhearing.com
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FROM GAIL PARKER 
BOOK CLUB: 
What we’re reading 
The Book Club met in person in January 
for the first time in ten months!  We held the meeting out-
doors and everyone wore masks.  
We chose the books we’ll be reading over  the next two 
months. This month, it’s American Dirt by Jeanine Cum-
mins, which we’ll be discussing at the February 22 meeting 
at 2:00pm — which for now is at my house across the 
street from the SVCA — still outdoors and masks please!  If 
weather isn’t with us, we’ll meet at the Community Center, 
same time. 
We’ve chosen Madonnas of Leningrad by Debra Dean for 
discussion at our March meeting. We haven't set the date 
yet, but I’ll let everyone know.   If you are interested in 
joining our group, read our next book and come to our next 
meeting for some lively discussion. You can also contact me 
anytime at 941-244-0814.  

FROM TERESA GOOD, Shamrock Park 
What’s up at the Park 
Great news! The popular bike path at the park is scheduled 
to be re-paved this year. (You may see staff trimming and 
cutting trees along the path prior to the project.)  
Watch for a lot of activity over the next several months to 

maintain and promote the County’s newly acquired 39-acre 
parcel located just south of the Park as part of the Environ-
mentally Sensitive Lands Protection Program. The County 
will be conducting land management activities on the prop-
erty including surveying and posting the landward property 
boundary. This new property will have a cleared fence line 
established where necessary to allow easy access for Coun-
ty staff and contractors. This cleared fence line will also 
serve as a fire break between county property and private 
property. Future land management activities for this prop-
erty include mowing, removal and herbicide treatment of 
invasive vegetation, prescribed burning, mulching and 
maintenance of firebreaks and fence lines.  

Seasons and Serendipity Stroll 
Every second Friday 8:00 to 10:00am  FREE 
Class size is limited – please register at 941-861-5000 or go 
online to scgov.net/parks. 

The Paw Print Scavenger Hunt  
Anytime    FREE 
Great opportunity to have some fun outside with your kids. 
You can pick up maps in the Nature Center (open every 
Saturday from 9:00am to 1:00pm) and do the hunt at your 
convenience. The hunt trail is about a mile in length and 
covers many fun areas of the park. 
For questions about the park or the activities, con-
tact me at tjgood@scgov.net or at 941-861-5000. 

SVCA member creates magic 
Christmas village at home 

Board member 
Cherry Giovinazzo 
brought our atten-
tion to something 
wonderful -  the 
astonishing and ex-
tensive Christmas  
Village created every 
year by South Ven-
ice’s Betty Oldstrum. 
Betty is a major do-
nor to our yard 
sales; last year she 

donated a batch of costumes (which disappeared immediately!) 
Cherry and Nancy Doogue went over to see it all before Betty took 
it down and get some photos. The display is composed of 497 Fon-
tini figurines along with 597 animals. The scene  depicts Bethle-
hem at the time of Christ’s birth and even features palm trees and 
lakes. The entire thing is 20 feet long and is lit with hundred of 
lights and spot lights. Betty says it takes her a month to assemble 
it every year — now that’s dedication!  
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941.375.3699
www.4CommunityMedia.com
220 Bahama St. • Venice, FL • 34285

@4communitymedia or 
facebook.com/4communitymedia

Attention Community Residents A Note From Your Newsletter Publisher:
We are Community Media – the publisher of your community newsle�er.
We hope that you all are staying safe during the coronavirus pandemic.  This is affec�ng many aspects of daily life for almost 
every American.  Our office staff is following the CDC guidelines of staying home when not feeling well, seeking medical help 
when necessary, and washing hands constantly.  
We encourage you to follow the same guidelines located at coronavirus.gov.   

The phrase “We’re all in this together” is more meaningful now more than ever. 

What are we doing?
We are s�ll providing a FREE newsle�er to your community.      
This newsle�er is FREE to your community because we partner with local and regional businesses to adver�se their products 
and services in this newsle�er.  
We are temporarily reducing publishing expenses so we can con�nue to publish your newsle�er long term.  For your 
community newsle�er this may include:

Making sure the page count of each newsle�er is in line with current adver�ser support
Verifying the number of newsle�er copies needed so we don’t print too many newsle�ers

What can you, as a community resident, do?
Suggest businesses to support your newsle�er with adver�sing.

Who does work in/on your home? Home services trades like roofers, plumbers, A/C, etc.
Who provides other services for your? insurance, doctors, travel, etc.
Any other businesses your patronize? 

Let us know and we’d love to reach out to them.
Be pa�ent and kind with each other, especially now.  Reach out to friends and neighbors who may need help. 

PLUMBING AND AIR CONDITIONING
For all your service needs, call 941.426.3664

A Full Service Contractor
FLO-TECH SERVICES

REPIPE 
PRO’S

FREE
ESTIMATES

________
MAINTENANCE
AGREEMENTS

&
REMODELING

AIR CONDITIONING
AND

PLUMBING

Plumbing and Air Conditioning

A Full Service Contractor  
For all your service needs, call  941.426.3664

 AIR CONDITIONING 
• Servicing All
  Brands
• Emergency
  Service
• Maintenance
  Agreements
  Available
•Licenced Technicians

 PLUMBING 
• Emergency

Service 
• Remodeling

Bath & Kitchen
Fixtures

• REPIPE PRO’S
•Water Heaters

�o-techservicesinc.com

Free 10 year Labor Warranty
On All York Air Conditioners*

*Expires
12/31/2020

FREE
Estimates

State Certified
#CFC1426781
#CFC1817540

State Certified
#CFC1426781
#CFC1817540

FREE
Estimates



Page 9

Got an event? Rent our hall! 
We’re open for rentals during the Coronavirus pandemic. We’re following the 

guidelines set by the CDC—and the hall can still accommodate up to 100 people.   
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SVCA MEMBER RATES 
FULL DAY: full hall $360 or half hall $240 
HALF DAY: full hall $220 or half hall $120 

 ASK ABOUT  
MONTHLY or  

WEEKLY RATES 

NON-MEMBER RATES 
FULL DAY: full hall  $450 or half hall $300 
HALF DAY: full hall $260 or half hall $150 

AFFORDABLE and CONVENIENT    AMPLE PARKING   FULLY EQUIPPED  KITCHEN    
Contact Julie in the office at 941-493-0006 or info@southvenicebeach.org for hall availa-

bility and more information. (Additional cleaning fees and taxes apply.) 

Weddings • Company Parties • Birthdays  
Organization Meetings • Classes • Speakers 
Graduation Parties • Showers • Memorials 

Family or Class Reunions • Dances 
Exhibitions • Product Demonstrations 

Anniversaries • Quinceañeras 
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 For 66 years, the SVCA has been here for South Venice, for YOU! 
MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG       MEMBERSHIP MAKES US A COMMUNITY 

When we’re strong, we are heard at the County on  civic and service issues that affect South Venice— like 
tree trimming, ditch mowing, code enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain maintenance,  water and sewer.   

Together, we work to keep South Venice Beach a community to be proud of!  

Home Sales:  DEC 16 to JAN 15, 2021 
   Address                                         HTD    BE    FB    Built           Pool     Garage   ADOM     List Price      Close Price    
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State of the Market   
KELLEY ANN AYERS, Ayers Team, Exit King Realty 
     

The real estate market is ON FIRE! Thirty five sales in the last thirty day period!  A 
little lower than last period but still very strong!   The highest sale was for $318,856 
and it was a new Adams Home with over 2100 square feet, 8000 square foot lot, no 
pool with an expected completion date of July.  The average “sold price per square 
foot” this period was $179.44, up a little bit again and very good.  The average sale 
price this period was $231,521.  Also, the Average Days On Market was only 24! 
Great news for homeowners of South Venice Beach!   
Inventory Continues to be Shockingly low with AGAIN even less homes on the mar-
ket this period, only 35 Active listings at the time of this article (Jan 19) compared to  
the report  in May there were 94 Active listings!  Lastly, 56 homes are currently Un-
der Contract at the time of this article; again a very large number of homes waiting 
to close!   

My sister Katheren and I are experts in South Venice having sold fifteen homes in South Venice last year. It 
is a Smoking Hot Seller’s Market!  If you are thinking of selling or buying Please call for a confidential free 
market analysis!  
Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multiple Listing Service and sales were by various 
participants of MLS. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. 

     

Welcome to  the  
best neighborhood  
in Sarasota County!  

Water Coloring with Carol Merenda every Wednesday at SVCA 
OOUURR  CCLLAASSSSEESS  HHAAVVEE  RREESSUUMMEEDD!!  

Monthly sessions. Course starts the first Wednesday of 
every month 1:00 to 4:00pm 

The full course is $100 (plus supplies)    
New students may register at the class or contact in-

structor Carol at 941-366-2866 to get started.   



A proven performer and a professional, 
dedicated, full time real estate agent.

1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
Alliance Group

Voted Best Real Estate Agent
REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

TO LIST or SELL, CALL: 
(941) 544-3775 | (941) 488-6262
email: gae.stewart@gaestewart.com

Gae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRSGae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRS

�residehomes.com
941-493-7931

Stop in and see our
model home on

Flamingo Rd.

$ Published by: 

For advertising information
please call 941-375-3699
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