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The heart of South Venice since 1955 SSUUMMMMEERR  22002233  

It’s hurricane season. Be prepared! (see page 6)  

2022-23 Season at 
SVCA - a look back 
From  SANDY TULENKO, SVCA Vice President
Each month, the board looks to bring you presentations 
that are educational in nature but also interesting and cur-
rent. We began this season with popular ABC 7 meteorolo-
gist Bob Harrigan. Although he did not predict Hurricane 
Ian (which came six days later) it left a path of destruction 
many are still dealing with 
We did not cancel our October meeting even though  the 
Wildlife Center was not able to come. We used this time 

to talk about our Ian 
experiences and to 
provide support to 
our neighbors. 
In November, we had 
two speakers, a roof-
ing expert and an 
insurance agent. Fol-
lowing Hurricane Ian, 
there were many 
questions for these 
speakers.

December was a time to celebrate, which we did with our 
wine and cheese social. This took the place of our Decem-
ber general meeting.  In January we were fortunate to have 
Jack Foard from the Venice Audubon Society with expertise 
in all things birds. 

Continued on page 5

Historic Alligator Creek  
restoration project to begin  
After decades of discussion and studies to restore water 
flow and water quality in Alligator Creek—much of it with 
South Venice activists—the County is finally launching the 
Alligator Creek Stream Restoration Project. This is thanks 
to a $14.5 million grant from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.
John Ryan, Sarasota County’s then Environmental Supervi-
sor said “This all started with the folks in South Venice.” 
Beginning in 2017, SVCA’s Water Quality Task Force identi-
fied the Creek as a critical step in waterway conservation 
with a goal of 2023 implementation. 
The goal of the project, similar to one occurring at nearby 
Dona Bay, is to reconfigure about 42 square acres to im-
prove water quality 
by reducing nutri-
ents such as nitrogen 
and phosphates 
flowing into Lemon 
Bay. It also seeks to 
reduce sediment 
accumulation, re-
store a more natural 
hydrology and recon-
nect to adjacent 
wetlands.

REMEMBER: There are no 
general meetings in July or 

August. The Board of Director 
did meet in July and will meet 

again on September 11. 
      

Monthly meetings and regular 
events will resume in Septem-

ber. Have a great summer 
everyone!

Want to join the growing numbers of your South Venice        
neighbors who have already signed the petition to get 

the Right to Clean Waters on the 2024 ballot? 
   

Petitions are available in the SVCA 
office. Return completed petitions       
to the SVCA office and we will see    

that they are delivered. 
If you’re interested in helping with   

this petition drive, contact John  
Bowne at jsb1952@gmail.com.  

More information at floridarighttocleanwater.org

In February, the hall was full to hear an update on conditions 
at the beach post-Ian—and plans going forward.  

Lots of good cheer at December’s Wine 
& Cheese Social
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Community Media  is 
the exclusive publisher 

of this newsletter
 
       

South Venice Beach Wave 
FOR ADVERTISING RATES  941 375 3699

PO Box 1023, Venice FL 34284
Clayton@4CommunityMedia.com

   

The SVCA, its Board of Directors or its assigns will not be 
held liable for any services provided, work performed or 
offers made by any advertiser appearing in The Wave.

South Venice  
Civic Association 

The heart of South Venice 
since 1955 

720 Alligator Drive
South Venice Beach, FL 34293

Phone: 941 493 0006 
Office hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday

    

www.southvenice.org
svca@southvenice.org 

    

BOARD OFFICERS 
Joan ‘Cherry’ Giovinazzo, President 

Sandy Tulenko, Vice-president 
Dianna Brannan, Treasurer 
Paul Gilmartin, Secretary 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 
Bobbie Drummond 

      

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
Jodie Cooper 

     

South Venice Beach WAVE
Editor: Maureen Holland

maureenholland@comcast.net

Calvary Chapel Sonlife 
Sunday Morning at 10:00am

Wednesday Night Bible Study at 7:00pm

Right Here at the SVCA

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
As your members are no doubt aware, Venice Theatre 
suffered enormous damage in Hurricane Ian. And most 
people also know that meant major disruption to the 
balance of our 23 24 Season. 

What your members might NOT know about is VT’s extensive Educa-
tion and Community Engagement programs and classes. Our entire Fall 
semester was already underway when, in an instant, our classrooms 
and rehearsal spaces became 
inaccessible and would remain so 
for many months.
But thanks to the amazing com-
munity that is the greater Venice 
area, we barely missed a beat. 
Businesses, churches, schools, 
clubs and other institutions – 
among them the South Venice 
Civic Association – reached out 
to us immediately offering their 
excess spaces so we could contin-
ue classes. Since the storm, 
we’ve been able to hold dozens 
of sessions in the SVCA hall.
So let me offer the heartfelt thanks of the Theatre, of my department, 
our staff, and our hundreds of students to SVCA’s Board of Directors 
for inviting us into your facility. Even better – and critical at this time  
you donated the space. Once we’re back in our own main building, 
we’ll not forget your generosity. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 

Sandy Davisson, Venice Theatre 
Director of Education and Community Outreach

HOW TO CONTACT THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

    

Joan ‘Cherry’ Giovinazzo        
kimballroad888@gmail.com 
215-872-2943 
Sandy Tulenko 
stulenko@gmail.com 
973-809-7143 
Paul Gilmartin 
boardmembergil@gmail.com 
619-368-6749 
Dianna Brannan 
dbrannan4501@yahoo.com 
314-602-0297  
Bobbie Drummond 
allfiredupinc@earthlink.net 
404-217-0870 

    

Take Note 
Wi-Fi 

logins at 
SVCA have 
changed! 

We’ve made some network 
changes so you’ll have to  
reconnect to access our   

free Wi-Fi     
   

NETWORK NAME
SVCA guest 

LOGIN
9414930006 
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Board Matters 
From PAUL GILMARTIN
     

This column in the Wave is to keep you 
informed on what your Board is doing, 
and to provide you with financial re-
ports and a summary of Executive 
board meeting minutes. 

 Financial Summary: As of May 31, 2023
Current Assets: $45,833
Fixed Assets: $30,492
Total Assets: $76,325
Total Liabilities: $  2,123
Total Income/gross Profit: $32,228
Total Expenses: $24,987
Net income: $  7,742

Members can get a copy of Financials from the office 
during business hours.
   

Executive Board Meeting Summary:
The SVCA board met on June 12  for Executive Ses-
sion and discussed the financials listed above.  Other 
items included: 
• Reviewed Hall Rental policies and payments
• Reviewed accounting procedures
• New Website is live! 
• Approved maintenance items

• Discussed new Hall rental activities
• Discussed social community education events

Discussed local government liaison
• Discussed new software
• Discussed Third Party contracts
• Approved revised slate of 2023 Directors
SVCA members can find minutes and agendas at the 
office during business hours. 
    

Are you interested in becoming a Beach Trustee or 
an SVCA Board member  or even in just serving on an 
SVCA committee? Then please contact any SVCA 
board member. We are always looking for people to 
bring new ideas, events and issues to help our com-
munity. 

For 67 years, the SVCA has been here for 
South Venice, here for YOU! 

SShhooww  ooffff  yyoouurr  SSVVCCAA  pprriiddee!!  

SSVVCCAA  TT--SShhiirrttss  
ORDER YOURS TODAY 

          Members  Non members 

Sizes S to XL $10 $12
Sizes 2X to 5X $12 $15

ART CLASS 
Water Coloring with Carol Merenda  every 

Wednesday at SVCA 
Monthly sessions. 
Course starts first 
Wednesday every 

month 12:00 to 
3:00pm • The full 

course is $130 (plus 
supplies) 

   

New students register at the class or contact             
Carol at 941 366 2866 to get started.  

Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at SVCA
Jazzercise AM—9:00 to 10:00am
Jazzercise PM—4:30 to 5:00pm

Group class—incorporates HIT Cardio dance moves with 
strength training for the ultimate full body workout.

Jazzercise Lo Impact—10:15 to 11:00
Focuses on arm strength, leg strength, balance and circula-

tion.  Chair & light arm weights will be used. 

For information or to sign up, contact Karen  directly at 
847 361 5810 or just come in and enjoy the fun.!
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Best of Venice Winner for 2022

ContemporaryHearing.com

Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA
Board Certi�ed Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

Best of Venice 
 

   I want to say thank you to everyone 
who voted for us in the Best of Venice 

Awards from Venice Gondolier.
      I appreciate each of you. Thank you for taking time 
to vote for us.  
     Your support and continued encouragement has 
resulted in us being awarded Best of Venice year over 

honored and received so many awards that our wall of 
awards has expanded onto a second wall. 

already wearing hearing aids due to an ear surgery. 
I focused on helping her hear her best and engage in 

treat all my clients as if they are family.  If she was still 

people who have been able to engage in their own life 

     Every day I hear stories about how hearing 
problems have interfered 

everyone who comes to me 
to hear their best and engage 
in life.
     Thank you for entrusting 

glad I earned your respect.

t 

HALF PAGE AD

From Cheryl Cooper, Beach Trust Chair

Summer ‘23 beach and 
boat hours and guidelines  
Hello from the Trust! This is a reminder for beachgoers 
that the ferry has summer hours; same for all seven days 
of the  week. The first ferry leaves at 8:30am and the last 
trip back from the beach is at 6:30pm.
Also note that the last ferry TO the beach is at 5:30pm 
and if you are not at the ferry house 10 minutes before 
that last scheduled departure and no one is on the 
beach waiting to come back, the ferry will be closed.  
Every effort has been make to be certain that the ferry is 
open and people can use it as much as possi-
ble. However, in the event the ferry and beach are not 
being used, it doesn’t make economic sense to keep it 
open. The days are very long and very hot. The captains 
are here so everyone can use the beach, but they re-
quested these changes during the long summer days.  
In making the decision to modify the summer schedule, 
an analysis of use over the prior three years was 
done.  We found that the number of people using the 
beach and ferry after 4pm in the summer was very lim-
ited. (Don’t forget sunset can be enjoyed at all of the 
public beaches only a mile or two away. )
I’d also like to remind everyone that the boat ramp gate 
must be locked.  The app tracks who leaves it open. The 
same for the fence in the evenings. If you are in violation 
of these rules, you will lose the privilege of using the 
facilities. Please take the extra few minutes and be sure 
you’ve secured the ramp and outside fence.
Summer is turtle season. Finally, please no digging in 
the sand near any marked areas. We are so fortunate to 
share our beach with these endangered animals. 
The walkway on the beach side has been brightened 
with a new sign  painted by Bobbie Drummond, our res-
ident 
talented 
artist!   A 
big 
thank 
you to 
Bobbie! 
Thank 
you also 
to volun-
teers Joe Lewis and Gary Cole, who braved the heat to 
hang it in the trees. Thank you to Gary and abundance to 
Joe!
We are glad to hear all the positive comments about the 
renovation of the ferry house. It is so nice, bright and 
colorful—and very Florida. Bobbie and her tribe just 
brighten our community one spot at a time.  
Enjoy the rest of the summer!
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See more on  Page 7

A look back . . .   Continued 

February brought us our very own Kim Cool of the Venice 
Gondolier. She talked about the role the Ringling Circus 
played in the development of Venice. 
Our special guests at our March meeting were Maureen Hol-
land and Rick Curwood who talked about the history of the 
SVCA and the Beach Trust. They ran a Power Point presenta-
tion featuring historic photos. Many of the newer residents 

learned 
much 
about 
their 
commu-
nity from 
Maureen 
and Rick. 
Laura Fogerty was our guest 
speaker for April. Her topic 
was Damsels in Defense. This 
program was designed to 
teach awareness and empow-
er people to be safe and how 
not to be a victim of crime. 

Winston, the bloodhound, was 
our guest of honor in May. He 

was part of the True Blue Bloodhounds program which trains bloodhounds to 
assist police in locating individuals who may be lost or who may have committed 

a crime. 
We ended the sea-
son in June with a 
very timely presen-
tation by Regions 
Bank Associate, Pet-
al Bradley. Petal en-
lightened us to the 
many types of bank 
fraud and credit 

theft. We came away much more aware of how to keep our 
identity safe and our money from those attempting to take 
it away.
And every month, Deputy Cathy Duff of the Sarasota Sher-
iff’s Department (and a local resident of South Venice) joins 
us and reports on what’s happening in our community. 
Deputy Duff usually has a flyer or other hand out with per-
tinent information about how to be safe from crime.
If you have an idea for a presentation, please reach out to 
Sandy Tulenko. Stulenko@gmail.com

2022’s Meet the Candidates Night was one for the 
books!

Though the faces change as neighbors come and go, 
SVCA’s Trash Buddies and others who keep our civic im-
provement projects going will always have our thanks. The SVCA booth at Alligator Fest

Shoppers looking happy at our Neighborhood Flea Market. And 
it looks like these two enjoyed the Pumpkin Painting Party!
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The Heart of South     
Venice since 1955 

For 67 years, the SVCA has been 
here for South Venice, for YOU! 

WWiitthh  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt,,  wwee  aarree  aa  ssttrroonngg  vvooiiccee  
iinn  SSaarraassoottaa  CCoouunnttyy    

MEMBERSHIP MAKES US STRONG! 
When we’re strong, we are heard at the County on 

issues that affect us—like tree trimming, ditch mow-
ing, code enforcement, mosquito spraying, drain 

maintenance, zoning, permitting, water and sewer.  

TTooggeetthheerr,,  wwee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  kkeeeepp  SSoouutthh  
VVeenniiccee  aa  ssttrroonngg  ccoommmmuunniittyy!!    

Beautiful Neighborhoods  Initiative  •  Water Quality 
Task Force  •  Siesta Waterway Clean up   •  Sham-
rock Park Clean up  •  Community   Emergency Re-
sponse Team  •  South Venice Garden Club  •  Gov-
ernment Affairs Committee to liaise with County 

    

SVCA’s MISSION   
To protect, preserve and improve our 
community’s character, environment 
and quality of life, and to bring South 

Venice together.
We promote the civic, social,         
intellectual and recreational          
interests of our community. 

Some hurricane preparedness 
tips from Sarasota County’s 
Emergency Services  
Take these  steps to protect your home:
• Secure loose rain gutters and downspouts, and clear 

clogged areas or debris.
• Secure and reinforce your roof, windows and doors, 

including garage doors.
• Consider building a FEMA safe room designed for 

protection from high winds and flood waters.
• Learn how and when to turn off gas, water and elec-

tricity.

Checklist for Sheltering in Place
• Fill bathtub or other large containers with water.
• Drinking water, one gallon per person, per day, for at 

least three days.
• Canned food and a can opener.
• Paper items.
• Medications, prescriptions and a first aid kit.
• Battery operated television or radio, flashlight and 

extra batteries.
• Cash (ATMs may be out of service).
• Pet supplies.
• Photocopies of important documents (birth certifi-

cate, license and insurance).
• Have a full tank of gasoline in your car.

Arlene
Bret
Cindy
Don
Emily
Franklin
Gert

Harold
Idalia
Jose
Katia
Lee
Margot
Nigel

Ophelia
Philippe
Rina
Sean
Tammy
Vince
Whitney

Hurricane Names for 2023-24 
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. . . and there were Special Events!
We kicked off the season on August 8 with SVCA’s 
Meet the Candidates Night. It was a memorable 
event—and not  in an expected  way. Anyone remem-
ber what happened? In September the monthly Pan-
cake breakfasts resumed, as did the General Meetings. 
October brought a little something for the kids with a 
Pumpkin Painting Party. In November, we held anoth-
er Arts & Crafts Fair and we hosted a Veteran’s Day 
BBQ . And we had a great presence at Alligator Fest at 

the South Venice Yacht Club. As 
always, in December the hall was 
full for Breakfast with Santa. Then, we celebrated the holidays together at a 
Wine & Cheese social. Our 14th Annual Business EXPO, planned for January, 
had to be cancelled as vendors and others were still coming back from the 
storm.  We had our first Neighborhood Flea Market in February.
March was another Arts & Crafts Show—back by popular demand. And we held 
our Annual Members Meeting. Also, the 
Garden Club held its popular Annual 

Plant Sale.  Breakfast with the Bunny was the star in April. 
And we welcomed Jodie Cooper to the office!

Community Improvement Projects 
We’re a group of SVCA volunteers 
who, for over a decade, have 
gathered regularly for  workdays 
in multiple locations — we are 
dedicated to removing trash from 
our waterways (like Siesta Creek) 
and our streets! 
     

To join one of our teams or learn 
more contact Marla Wilcox at 303 818 3641  

or Marlawilcox63@gmail.com
     

Trash Buddies
SEMINOLE DRIVE CLEAN UP

Saturday, August 12  8:00am
(meet at Quincey and Burke)

    

ALLIGATOR DRIVE CLEAN UP
Saturday, September 9  8:00am

(meet in the SVCA parking lot)
    

VENETIAN WATERWAY CLEAN UP
Saturday, October 14  8:00am

(meet at Shamrock Park near the tennis courts)
        

The Grove Clean up
Saturday, October 21  9:00am

(meet at Seminole and Quincy)
   

CERT: Community Emergency Response 
Usually meet the fourth 

Thursday at 6:00pm
Joint meeting at  Venice Gardens 
Community Center on Shamrock 
Blvd.  New volunteers welcome!

      

From TERESA GOOD, Shamrock Park
What’s up at the Park 
For more information on any of the events at 
the Park, you can email me directly at 
tjgood@scgov.net or call the department at 
941 861 5000.

Demonstration Garden Tour These popular tours continue 
in the summer on the first Thursday of each month at 
9:00am until 11:00am. Ages 18 and up. FREE. Meet in the 
Demonstration Garden. Master Gardener volunteers will 
answer questions, provide free tours and give expert advice 
on Florida Friendly landscaping. No registration necessary. 
For information, call 941 861 5000.
Kids Nature Programs   Second and fourth Saturdays in 
August, from 11:00am to Noon. Kids can enjoy a short les-
son plus crafts and games inside the air conditioned Nature 
Center. Ages approximately 4 12. For more information, 
email Teresa Good at tjgood@scgov.net

NEW: Fingers crossed!
We are hoping to host a Plant Clinic in August on the first 
and third Saturdays. At the time of this publication, that has 
not been confirmed. Check in with us if you’re interested. 
The plan is to have Florida Master Gardeners set up a table 
in the nature center, ready to answer your plant questions. 
Whether it’s an identification question or you are having 
trouble with your grass, skilled volunteers will be ready to 
help! 
No registration necessary, just stop by anytime between 
10am and noon. As always, at the Nature Center, be sure to 
check out the displays and our Kids Zone!
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232 Bahama Street   Venice, FL 34285  
(On the Island of Venice)

BEST TILE SELECTION IN VENICE

(941) 484-2130(941) 484-2130

Natural Stone

Glass Tile

Hardwood

PorcelainTile

Setting Material

MASTER
PLUMBERS

Plumbing Septic Gas
• Repipes • Inspections • Water Heaters
• Leak Detections • ATU Maintenance • Boilers
• Water Heaters • Pumpings • Tankless
• Garbage Disposals • Repairs    Water Heaters
• Backflows • Installations • Repairs
• Plumbing Repairs  • Pump Stations • Installations
• Remodels/ New Construction
• Sewer and Water Hookups    

              Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155

$25
Backflow Test

when you
mention this ad

Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!
Northport 429-8200

Venice/Sarasota 497-7900
Bradenton 747-9700

www.masterplumbersandseptic.com

Mention this 
ad and save

10%

Extra “HOT” Summer Savings at:

• Repipes & Repairs
• Tub & Shower Units
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
• Backflows
• Remodels/New Const.
• Water Hookups
• Well & Plumbing
   Inspections

• Septic Inspections
• ATU Maintenance
• Repairs
• Installations
• Pump Stations
• Sewer Hookups

MASTER
PLUMBERS

North Port (941) 429-8200
Venice/Sarasota (941) 497-7900

Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch (941) 747-9700
www.masterplumbersfl.com

Fully Licensed
& Insured
#CFC1427155

t 

Some Useful Local Numbers 
County Sheriff  (non emergency) 
941 951 5800
Sarasota County Emergency Management
941 861 5000
FEMA Emergency       
800 621 3362   
FPL Report Outage        
800 468 8243
Verizon Emergency    
800 837 4966
Comcast
800 934 6489
FL Highway Patrol       
941 483 5911
County Code Enforcement      
941 861 3280
Waste Management       
941 493 4100
Solid Waste Pick up    
941 861 1260
SCAT Bus                    
941 861 1234
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HOME SALES  May 1 to June 30, 2023 

  Address                                 HTD   BE  FB     Built       Pool      Garage    Lot Size    ADOM     List Price     Close Price    
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State of the Market
KELLEY ANN AYERS, Ayers and Associates Real Estate
Summertime and the Livin’s Easy! It’s been a beautiful Summer in South Venice Beach; the Gulf is 
gorgeous, the traffic is kind and the Beach is relaxing! Since The WAVE publishes a single issue—
July/August—in the summer, I decided to expand the market data to include 60 days, May 1  
through June 30, 2023. 
That being said, from May 1 to June 30, the total number of Closings was 60, divided almost 
evenly for each month. Plus a big congratulations to South Venice Beach neighborhood for anoth-
er sale over A MILLION DOLLARS! The highest sale was 4910 Lemon Bay Drive for $1,050,000, 
which was an extremely nicely updated home across from the Ferry with Gulf views!  The lowest 
sale was a 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom fixer upper on Poinciana Road for $204,500. The average 
“sold price per square foot” this period was $279.20, up over $20 from the last report. The aver-

age sale price for these two months was $386,942 up over 20K from last report. Lastly, the Average Days on Market 
was 33 days, and that is really good! Currently there are 46 HOMES PENDING and waiting to close, almost the same 
compared to last period. 
South Venice Beach also has 64 homes Active on the market, with asking prices ranging from $995,000 to $305,000! 
The South Venice Beach Market is doing fantastic as we head into the end of the Summer Season! Let’s all hope for 
“Smooth Seas” this year! 
Always remember, if a home is priced right, it will sell quickly. Curb appeal and price are the two main factors when 
selling a home. 
My sister Katheren and I are experts in South Venice having sold twenty one homes in South Venice in the recent 
months.  If you are thinking of selling or buying, we are happy to assist you. Please call for a confidential free market 
analysis!  This is Venice Florida; we still have more people that want to move here than we have houses! 
And remember, Kathy and I opened our own brokerage! We’re at 718 Albee Rd West in Nokomis, right next to Sweet 
Melissa’s Ice Cream shop just before you go over the bridge to the beach! Stop by—we’ll treat you to an ice cream!

Disclaimer: The sales information was gathered from the Multiple Listing Service (MLS). The sales were by various par-
ticipants of MLS. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Welcome to  the  
best neighborhood  
in Sarasota County!  



South Venice Beach Experts!
Kelley Ann Ayers & Katheren Ayers

5th Generation Floridians
2nd Generation Realtors® 

VeniceCoastalHomes.com
KelleyAyersAssociates@gmail.com

Kelley Ann 
941-544-7802

Katheren
941-266-3193

A proven performer and a professional, 
dedicated, full time real estate agent.

1314 East Venice Avenue, Venice, FL 34285
Alliance Group

Voted Best Real Estate Agent
REMax Hall of Fame Award
Lifetime Achievement Award

TO LIST or SELL, CALL: 
(941) 544-3775

email: gae.stewart@gaestewart.com
Gae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRSGae Stewart-Dudley   GRI, CRS

Perfect Air.  Endless Options.

Need a new home
comfort system?

 

Get rebates up to
$1,900  when you

purchase a new
Lennox Ultimate
Comfort system.

941-444-1834

$$$   Low monthly  $$$
payment plans available

License Number CAC1817187

oFF
Regular
Pricing$10 seasonal

ac tune-up

�residehomes.com
941-493-7931

Please call to see our
model home on

Flamingo Rd.
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ONE MISSION 
for our community 

     

To protect, preserve and improve our community’s 
character, conditions and quality of life. To bring 

South Venice together to promote  
our civic, social, intellectual and 

recreational interests.

South Venice Civic Association 
The heart of South Venice since 1955


